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September 17, 2020 

 

Dear Essex Schools Family: 

I write to update you all concerning our plans to move forward with in-person instruction. This 

change in teaching and learning will commence on October 26 with the implementation of our 

three-week rotational plan. We are also analyzing the possibility of bringing in special needs 

students, second language learners and possibly younger students (Kindergarten and first) for 

full-time, in-person instruction beginning on October 26. We have consulted with Dr. Williams 

of the Three Rivers Health District and he has endorsed our plans for in-person instruction. The 

administrative teams have begun preparing for this next phase of teaching and learning, and 

school-based administrators are collaborating with teachers to ensure readiness for the arrival of 

our students. In-spite of these developments, I realize that some of our families will prefer to 

keep their students in a full-time virtual, instructional arrangement; as such, you may complete 

and return the request form found on the ECPS website.  If further details are needed, please feel 

free to contact the school board office. 

Our faculty and administrators have worked tirelessly to provide quality virtual instruction. I 

have personally observed in awe and amazement, virtual instruction between our teachers and 

students. Our teachers are providing excellent, informative, and engaging lessons for our 

children. Collectively, our families and staff have worked cooperatively to meet the instructional 

needs of our children, provided the challenges of this pandemic. Essex Schools have deployed 

approximately 1300 computers, more than 500 hotspot devices, all in a manner to provide the 

best possible educational experience for our children during this difficult period of time. 

I’d like to take a moment to address a few school-wide scheduling matters. Interim grades will 

be available for parents on September 24. If you would like a hard-copy interim report, please 

contact your child’s school. Parent-teacher conferences will be held virtually, regardless of the 
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manner in which your student attends school; these events will occur in November with more 

specific details to come. 

In closing, administrative teams are working hard to balance the concerns of our staff with 

COVID, and the needs of our families to have students back in school, in an in-person 

arrangement. This pandemic has challenged our faith in our institutions, beliefs in our 

capabilities to teach and parent, and resulted in unprecedented levels of stress and frustration for 

us all. Nevertheless, I believe in the Essex community…I believe in our students, staff and our 

parents. We will continue building this system toward our goals of excellence through service, 

commitment and faith! 

 

Warmly, 

Dr. Harry R. Thomas III 

Superintendent 

Essex County Public Schools  

 


